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SALE

MURDER
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v

CENTS.

: Bones from the Cellar Grave, and Jewelry
: of Some of the Victimis.

e HE pollce of St. Louls bave discoy-

’ T dred o house of death, whose horrors

soem Leyong belief and description.

This Lonse 1s sitnated ac No. P10 Chon-
Wau avenue, St. Louls,

It wis kept by Mrs. Henrletta Bamberger,

# Laby farmer. She took charge of the

eElidecn of poor parcnts, who troubled no

furtlhier abont them.
- Avcording to one witness, not less than
three hutdred Infonts dled In the house and
“the bodlea of most of them were buried Id
the coilir. Some witnesses plice the nom-
! ber of viellms even higher than this, but

VWhatever it moy be the police declare thnt
I Wil be appalling.

h Mrs, Bamberger has slready been [ndleted

~ for four erlmes—for murder in the first de-
gree and for mansianghter I the fisst de-
; gree o three separate occaslons,

"The charze of murder In the first degree .
15 based on the strangling in 180G of an In-
fant of tender age, sex and parentoge un-
Enown, whose body was burned In a fur-
naec.

" The charges of manslaughter In the @rst

_ Wegree reinte to the desths of Mary Holt-

i kamp, on' February 13, 1806: of Ida Zim-

. mermann, on March 3, 1806, snd of Lydia
‘Bru;er:. on September 10, 1807,

‘Mrs. Bambjerger's house was also a prl-
“¥ate hospliu, and meny grown-up persons
GIgd there nnder circumstances which throw
grave susplelon npon her,

‘The St Louls police declare that thoy
baive canght lo Mrs. Bamberger a erlminal
fafinitely more depraved und monstrous

- than Holmes.
) The tesiimony on whieh the Indietments
were foung was given by women formerly
employed by Mrs. Hamberger 88 parvants.or
nurses. Thelr testimony kas already been
conlrmed by the discovery of some of the
remaing dnd of arsticles of Jewelry nnd
clotling belonging to the dead.
" The frst clew to the crimes of Mrs. Bam-
h_ef;er Wis obtalned by the ‘authorities
while they were prosecuting a swindler

Bamed McDermott, He was found to have

kad dealings with the baby farmer,

- Glreult Attorney Thesdore . Eggers and

Assigtont  Cirenit Attorney Samuel D,
. Hodgdon kave been In ehnrge of the legal

vonduct of the ease, while the pollee worh
has been In the hands of Detectives Lally

#nd Harrington. Thelr Investigations have
been carrled on for six months, and have
_ _hun_ attended with the greatest diftleulty,
on geconnt of the cunning and secreey of
Brs. Bamberger and her tnfiuentinl friends,
#miong whom, it 15 sald, there ls o high
official of the Police Department. Now
tifat the case hns at last besn made pub.
He, it has caused o profound sensatlon of
horror In St. Louis, a sensntlon that fs
* Mkely to sprend to tle wlole country.
oy :I."Im‘ ¢hief wilness of the prosecution s
Tizele Rieger, who wis employed a5 a ser-
vant by Mrs, BDumberger. She declores
that she saw five bables burned in one gay.
‘Blie belleves that hundreds of children she
did mot see were destroyed Iu the same
way. The other Importnnt witnesses are
Mary Haar, Kate Blecklinger and Mary
S Milter.
 The murder of the ehild in 1865 was de-
#eribed by Lizzle Rleger and other wit-
negses s a1 most horelble and (deliberate
erime.. :

“Fhe child,” ssid one witmess, ‘‘was
®trong and bealthy, sod eried loudly for
' foulk Mrs, Bamberger sild that she had
hail’ enough of that, and that she would
Boon stop [ts crying.

A8ame time after midnight on the day op
srhilch rals oceurred, Mrs, Bamberger took
the clilld Snd deowned 1t in a blg bath tab,
} saw all this througzh the keyhole. 1
wuin  Beur the bubbling of the child’a
Drenth  ihrough the water while It was
drownlng. T could not have got In, for the
door was locked, aud, anyway, I was afrald
~ - for ny life of uttering n sound.
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“Afterward, Mvs. Bamberger filled the

Budy withh coal oil and bound it up in rags,

Tt willoh xhie flso sonked with oll. Then she’

~ put It In a great furnnce which she kept

\l_, principully for this purposé. There Iz was
' il up practically to notbing.

 ©Sle 244 not lor us see what she had In

. ihe Guodle, but she did nop eare very much,
~ for she had us thoroughly tercorized. We
| S were afraid of
tald

s that If we revenled aoythivg we
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thlogs she could do. She also told us that
if we saw auything for which she could be
punlshed we shounid be pounished just as
muech #as she, becunse we were all secom-
pllces and all In the same boat.

“Tundreds of childrén were disposed of
by Mrs. Bumberger In the way I have gde-
scrited. When there was anything left of
the bodles she would burn it I the cellar
or earry it away and dispose of it In some
other way she knew of.

“The older and blgger the children were
tire more llkely waos thete to be something
luft of the culclnéd bones after the bodles
Bad been burped.

“FThe children were usnally taken to the
top floor and kept In the room on the side
of the house next to the ynrd. There their
erles could not be heard by anybody. The
walls were tllck and the windows were
tulekly padded avound the frames,

YT stw fve bablés burned up in one day.
Hundreds of others must have suffered the
same fate, for she had been doing. the same
thing for years, I do not belleve thay will
ever flod out the whele truth about these
horrible erimes." .

According to this witness, a woman
named Lydia Bressert dled from brutsl
treatment at the hnnds of Mra Bamberger
In Beptember, 1807, Waen the glr! died
Mrs. Bamberger tied her arma across her
chest with a rope. She then told Lizzie
Rieger to get out of tue house and stay
away for two duys.

When the nurse came back she began n
gearch to fnd out 'what had becotns of the
dgud woman. At lnst she sneaked Into the
cellar of the stable, nnd thers she found
the traces of n newly made grave. There
was n. gmnll mound freshly turned over.
Out of this stuck two pleces of rope, simi-
Inz to that which Mrs. Bamberger had used
In tyng the fmnds of the dend woman.

Lizzie Rieger and het fellow hurse jyere
horror-stricken, but they were sfrald to say
nuything to the pollee, for Mrs. Bamberger
had threatened them with terrible pun-
Ishment It they ever suld unything abont
what hapipened In her homse,

When Lydia Bressert knew that she was
dying she gave several artlvles to the
nurses, among them a thin gold chaln with:
a lacket attached and o gold ehaln with o
blue stone. These bave heen turned over
to Cirenlt -Attorney Hgzers.
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UNEARTHING THE REMAINS
OF LYDIA BRESSERT BURIED

9 IN THE STABLE CELLAR,

: The Bath in Which Help_iees Bahies Were Drowned by Wholesale.

The burlal of Ida Zimmermann, as re-
inted by Lizzle Rleger, was & pghaslly
aftalr, This woman, who came from Ma-
rine, Ill., dled In October, 1894, In Mrs,
Bamberger's honse. When she was dylng
she asked that her brother should be sent
for, but Mrs. Bamberger answered, Jeer-
Ingly, that she would soon be beyond the
need of a brother. I

The purses say that the desd body I&¥y
negiected for a day and a night. On the
followlng dny Mrs. Bamberger dressed the
gl I the elothes she had formerly worn
and then placed the body In & siting posi-
tion in a trunk. At pight an express wiugon
cames and the trunk was lodded on 1t

The wagon drove away. A few minutes
Iater Mrs, Bamberger went out and dld not
return untll the next morning. The norses
afterward learmed that Mrs. Bamberger
joined the wagon and drove with It as far
15 a bridge #¥er the Meramec Riyer, near
Luxembourg. Here the muan [ifted the
trunk ount of the wagon, but then he be-
came frightened and refnsed fo finish the
ghastly work he hnd undertaken to do.

Mra. Bamberger thereupon opened the
trunk, dingged out’ the body, hauled It to
the railing of the bridge and pitebed It
over Into tha river. She Is an extremely
powerful woman, of the type of Mrs, Nack.

The bedy was afterward found om the
bank of the river, and an Inguest held, nt
which & verdiet of sulelde was glven.

After the first revelntlons were made by
Iizzie Rieger and her fellow servants,
the police began to hunt for the express-
man who bhad earried Mrs. Bamberger and
the trunk on that dreadful night. When be
waa darrested and guestloned he mnde the
following confession:

“My name is Octave Didler, and I have
Pved ‘at No. 1638 Olhlo avenue for five
years. 1 do a earting business, and my
gtand hons been at Fourth and Choutean.

Several tlmes I have taken trunks to Mrs.
Bamberger's from the varlous places
where ghe has llved. It was durlng the
Spring of 18068 that I removed a trunk
from No. 919 Choutean avenue to the
Meramec HRiver.

“A servant called for me at my business
place, between 0 and 6 o'clock, on an
afterncon in March, 1806, The nlght was
dnrk when I reached the house, and I wns
given some whiskey which I have reason
to belleve was drugged. T was driviog a
bay horse, and my wagon was & closeid
one, In the hallway, while T was carrying
down the trunk, were two women.

“Mrs, Bamberger was al€o there. One of
the women gave me §3, and the other one
got ioto my wagon with Mrs. Bamberger.

"The rodte we took, fo the Meramec
River was throogh Oarondelet and over
the bridge across the River Des Peres,
nearest the Meramsec. When we came (0
the Meramec, Mrs, Bamberger asked me
to stop, and sald she would get some per-
son to carry the tfunk the vest of the
way to the place where she wanted It to
£0. At this polat the trunk wans Mfted
from the wagon by Mrs, Bamberger and
the other womnn. My horse's nose wos
just sbott on the north end of the bridee
that crosses tHe rlver when thls was done,
I never saw the trupk after T drove the
borge and wagon down the road to the first
turning mplnee.

“On my return to the bridge I found
Mrs. Bamberger and her companlon stand-
ing In the snme spot where 1 had left
them. Ther climbed into the wagon. I
drove them back Into the city. When we
prrived at Jefferson and Lafayette ave-
nues Mrs. Bamberger and the other
womnn got out. She eaid she was throueh
with me. T remember the plage, beciuse
It was right near the Unlon Club house
whieh was lighted up brilllantly.
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The Police Searching the Yard for Evidences of Crime.

*I  nlso well remember the occurrence
because it wna very late when T got home
that nlght, and my wife guarrelled with
me because of my deiny.'’

It 18 furilier stated Didler hins confessed
thut he kpew thers was n husan body In
the trunk. ITe saw that It wuas covered
with o red edlleo wrapper. THis corre.
sponds with the degeription of the hody:
found on the banks of the Meramee River,

The murder bouse 1x a dingy drick build-
ing three storles high on the nortlh slide of
Choutenn ayspue. The neiglibors had long
regardod It with horror and eurlosity, 1t
stands: baek som feet frome the sldewalk
and has n slide enfrance. ‘The ¥ard at the
rear Is covered over, to form a shed, and
alongside this = the stables

Five laborers from the FPoorhouse were
empioyed by the police to excavate the cel-
Inr of the stnble. Lirzie Ricgey watched
them and told then where to dig,

The cellay bay been covered with a floor
of coment glnes the nlght the nurse suw evi-
dences of n new mpnde grave. After this
had been removed the workmen found a
thin Inyer of earth., Having dug throngh
this they came upon nnmistaknble evidences
of & grave. At n depth of 2 feet the di-
menslons of the grave were clenrly defineil
by renson of the formutlon of the earth,
which chad been used to Gl It, 'The grave
wis 4 feet in length by 20 inches in width
and 3 feet 10 Inches deep. It pan north angd
south, close to the west wall of the cellar,
nhowt 5 feet from the entrance, und direct-
Iy over the gpot Indicated by Lizzie Rieger,

When once the workmen were satisfiad
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HOW AN OLD WORLD ART IS BEING REVIVED.

I ton bave lately mude new pgaln In
the Old World the old-time art of
gllding lenther hangings for the walls of
homes and bulldings.
The revival of this old art {s due entirely
to the persevernncs of two slgters, the

Ler for two reasons. She Dietestive Lully obialuéd o photogiiph of Misses Mury and Clara Ware, who dre -
l‘.

gtadudtes of the courses In decoration of

‘the Tioston Mu- It Is

WO young Amerleanr women of Bos-stidles in Venlee they werea much Impressed

by the beauty of the glided leather In gome
of the old palnces, and gradually they svere
led to Investigate the methods that had
produced 1t. They found that In the four-
teenth and fifteenth centuries gllded leather
wos one of the chief Industries of Spain,
wirere It bad been Introduced at least
‘three hundred years hefore by ihe illcbtp.-

can

and Iiply, while the maklng of “Cordovan
leathor,” os it wag called, 1s ¢nid to have
been one of the chief sources of wealth in
the Netherlands, This art, lke other old
arts, : ;
olghteentll contdries, Tn Its last days both
mnterinls nnd  workmanship  were often
cheap and inferlor. In the present cemtury
g.mﬂ ther I kind has

et i ¢ ‘.""‘.'
Vet
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degenerated In the seventeenth and

that they were on the right scent, they
worked Indnstrionsly, and within a short
while bad reached the bottom of the grave,
There was llttle need to tell when the bot-
tom was reached. Thelr spades sunk into a
soft mass of dark, silmy oeze,  Mized with
the onze ware parficies of a subStaunce rve:
semiiing chalky Ve, In the clods of earth
upturped from the spades were a few strag-
zling wisps of halr. At length the digzers
announced thnt they hnd reached the bot-
tom of the exeavdatlon #nd a hait was
cnlled.

Clreult Attorney Eggers was notified of
the find, and | he burrled over from the Four
Coutts. He closely examioed the excava-
tion that had been sidde, aud, after satis-
fying himself that It was the site of a
former exeavatlon, he ordered the detec-’
tives to obinin shmples of the matesial |
which had been excavated. A couple of tis
boxes, nbont a foot cube, were obtuined f
from @ grovcery store, and Alled with the n
material, which was then tnken posgession
of by the Clrouft Atterney, to be used f%or |
avidenee, At hls directian, nlso, Photog- §
rapher Baker, of the Poilce Department, b
mnde n photog‘ruph'ml‘ the exeavation and §
surronndings,

Having accomplished the putrpose for
whicli the search of the ccllar was Instl-
tuted, the Clreolt Attorney dismlesed the
Poorhouse laborers, and the premilses were
onee more turned over to the oecupants of
the housa. |

Yhe Clronit Attorney expriessed the nt-
most satistaction nt the resuit of the seavch
of the cellar.

“iliers cannat be the siightest doubt,” he
#aid, “‘that the excpvation made by the la-
sorers uncovered the grave, mentloned by

r i her testimony, used as w
ﬁ;mtﬂ;g:ar gm hody of Ljiia Brus::ﬂ. and undergone o chemlonl ohange, giving 1t
Bvery: indication that & human body had Its proseat appearince. The presence of &
besn burled thareln was present, 1 have quantity of .wnte: ot the hottom of the ex-
officfated at the exhumation of numernus cavation adds strength to my' epinlon, a8
bodles after they had been buried a long wnter‘_!s almost always found at the bottom
time, and know the glgns well. fMhe slimy Of graves” P ol
opze at ths bottom, In my opiufon, s the The search for other remuins of tho vio-
restine of a huninn body which has decom- tims of Mrs. Pamberger still goes on, but
posed through the tld of chemleals. The the police declars 1hat they have alrzady
whitlsh, chulky formation found may be & evidence enougn to conviot her of the mhnt
: n of the chemical compound used for Borrible lst of crimes kuowa I* “woderm

The Store in Which the Bodies of the
Child Victima Were Destroyed.

ineorporated with the subsiance of the body




